
 Morton Primary Academy 

RE knowledge map 

 Cycle A 
Key Stage 
1  

How are we Unique? 
 

London’s Burning Women who 
changed the World 
 

Could Robots take 
over the World? 

Wonderful World Fairy tales 
 

RE Theme What makes some places 
sacred? 

Who is a Christian and 
what do they believe? 
 
 

Who is a Muslim and what do they believe? Who is a Sikh and what 
do they believe? 

What does it mean to 
belong to a faith 
community? 

 •Know that there are 
special places that 
people go to worship. 
•Know that all religions 
have a holy building 
and know 2 of the 
buildings for the 5 main 
religions. 
•Know key features of a 
church (Altar, pulpit) 
•Know key features of a 
synagogue (ark, Eternal 
Light, bimah). 
•Identify similarities 
and differences between 
churches, mosques and 
synagogues. 
 
 
 

•Know the Christian 
holy book is the Bible. 
•Know that Christians 
believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God. 
•Know the Christmas 
story and understand 
why Christmas is an 
important time for 
Christians.  
•Know why Christian’s 
pray and what they 
might pray about. 
•Talk about my own 
ideas of what God means 
to me. 
•Know that the cross, 
dove, candle and fish 
are all symbols used in 
Christianity. 
•Know and retell stories 
that shows what 
Christians might think 
about God (Jonah, The 
Lost Son) 

1st half term 
•Know that Muslims believe in God (Allah) and 
follow the example of the Prophet Muhammad.  
•Know that a Muslim holy building is called a 
mosque and talk about what it looks like (minaret, 
dome or tower). 
•Know that the Qur’an is important to Muslims and 
describe how it is treated. 
•Recognise some objects used by Muslims and 
suggest why they are important (a prayer mat, 
water, Qur’an stand). 
•Know that we all have places that are special to us. 
2nd half term 
•Identify some ways Muslims mark Ramadan and 
celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr 
•Know the stories of Muhammad and the cat, the 
tiny ants, and Muhamad and the camel. 
•Know that Muslims do not draw Allah or the 
Prophet, but use calligraphy to say what God is like. 
•Know that Muslims have 99 names for Allah. 
 

•Know that Sikh’s believe 
in one God. 
•Know that a Sikh holy 
building is a Gurdwara. 
•Know that the Sikh 
holy book is called the 
Guru Granth Sahib. 
•Know that pray, work 
and give are the three 
duties of a Sikh. 
•Know that (why and 
how) Sikh’s celebrate 
Guru Nanak’s birthday. 
•Know the 5 Ks of 
Sikhism: kesh, 
kanghakara, kachera, 
kirpan.  
•Know the story of the 
Crocodile and the Priest 
and the message behind 
it. 

•Know that belonging is 
an important part of 
our lives. 
•Know the story of and 
the message behind the 
Lost Coin. 
•Know the story of and 
the message behind the 
boy who threw stones at 
trees. 
•Know why Shabbat is 
important to Jewish 
people. 
•Know why Baptism is 
important to Christians. 
•Know why Islamic 
initiation rituals are 
important to Muslims. 
 

Vocabulary sacred 
Synagogue 

Christians 
Bible 

Muslim 
Allah 

Sikh 
Gurdwara 

Faith 
Shabbat 



Mosque 
Gurdwara 
Mandir 

 

Mohammad 
Prophet 
Mosque 
Qu’ran 

Guru Nanak  
5 Ks 

Baptism 
ritual 

 

 Cycle B 
Key Stage 
1  

Where in the World? Why do things 
Change? 

Weird and 
Wonderful Weather 

Victorious Victoria 
 

Local Legends Colours and 
Patterns around us 
 

RE Theme Why do different people 
believe different things? 

What can we learn from 
sacred books? 

How should we care for 
others in the world and 
why does it matter? 

How and why do we 
celebrate special and 
sacred times? 

Who is Jewish and What do they believe? 

 •Know 2 of the 5 main 
religions: Judaism, 
Christianity, Islam, 
Hinduism and 
Buddhism. 
•Understand that there 
are many people who are 
not religious. 
•Know that people 
across the world have 
different religions and 
beliefs. 
•Know where in the 
world these religions 
originate. 
•Understand that in 
today’s society, people 
with different religions 
live all over the world. 
 

•Know that some books 
are holy and what this 
means. 
•Know the names of 
holy books from 
different religions 
(Christianity, Judaism) 
and know they are 
treated in special ways. 
•Know the meaning 
behind the parable of 
The Lost Sheep. 
•Know the story of 
Moses. 
•Know that some of the 
stories in the Torah are 
also in the Bible. 
•Know the story and 
meaning behind 
Muhammad and the 
Black Stone. 
 

•Know the Golden Rule 
and consider what the 
world would be like if 
everyone followed this. 
•Know how people are 
unique and valuable. 
•Know the story of the 
Good Samaritan and 
consider what this 
teaches us? 
•Know that Mother 
Theresa dedicated her 
life to caring for others. 
•Know that some people 
care for the world 
because it was created 
by God. 

•Know the key parts of 
the story of Holy Week. 
•Know why Easter is an 
important festival for 
Christians. 
•Know different ways 
that Christians celebrate 
Easter. 
•Know how Easter 
objects link with the 
Easter story (hot cross 
bun, chocolate egg, 
rabbit, daffodil, cross, 
donkey). 
•Know why Ramadan is 
a special time for 
Muslims. 
•Know why Diwali is a 
special time for Hindus. 

1st half term 
•Know that Jewish people believe in one God. 
•That we all have things that are precious and that 
these can be linked to religion. 
•Know and recognise some Jewish objects (star of 
David, mezuzah, candlesticks, seder plate, matzah 
cover). 
•Understand the importance of a mezuzah to 
Jewish people.  
•Know that (how and why) Jewish people celebrate 
the Passover every year. 
• 
2nd half term 
•Know and retell the story of Hanukah. 
•Know how Jewish people celebrate Hanukah. 
•Know and retell the Jewish story of creation, 
understand that Jews and Christians share the 
same Creation story. 
•Know how and why Jewish people celebrate 
Shabbat. 
 

Vocabulary Judaism 
Christianity 

Islam 
Hinduism 

Bible 
Torah 
Qu’ran 
Vedas 

Golden Rule 
unique 

Holy week 
Ramadan 

Easter 
Diwali 

Jewish 
Torah 

Synagogue 
Passover 



Buddhism Chanukah 
Creation 
Shabbat 

 

 

 Cycle A 
Lower Key 
Stage 2  

Memories of Morton Yabadabbadoo Angry Earth  
 

What did the 
Romans do for us? 
 

Influences all 
around us 

Saxon and Scot 
Stories 

RE Theme What does it mean to be 
a Christian in Britain 
today? 

Why are festivals 
important to religious 
communities? 

What do different 
people believe about 
God? 

What does it mean to live 
in a multicultural 
society? 

What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain today? 

 •Know what is being 
celebrated and what 
happens during Holy 
Communion. 
•Know different reasons 
that people go to 
church. 
•Know the different 
activities that happen in 
a church. 
•Know how Christians 
use music to worship 
God. 
•Know ways in which the 
local church helps the 
surrounding community. 
•Describe ways in which 
being a Christian in 
Britain today is good 
and why it might 
sometimes be hard. 
 

•Know three things that 
make Holy Week a 
special time for 
Christians. 
•Know how and why 
Hindus celebrate Divali. 
•Know similarities and 
differences between how 
different religious 
festivals are celebrated. 
•Know the meaning of 
the Last Supper. 
•Know the story of 
Rama and Sita and 
make links to the idea 
of overcoming evil in life 
today. 
•Know similarities and 
differences between 
sacrifice at Easter and 
Eid as the end of a time 
of sacrifice. 
 

•Know that Christians 
believe in the Holy 
Trinity and what this 
means. 
•Know that the 
Shahada is the Muslim 
statement of faith in 
one God. 
•Know some reasons 
why some people believe 
in God and some do 
not. 
•Describe Hindu beliefs 
about the Trimurti 
(Brahma, Vishnu and 
Shiva). 
•Know some of the ways 
that Muslims describe 
Allah. 
•Know that Islam 
teaches that the Qur’an 
was revealed to the 
prophet from Allah by 
the Angel Jibril. 

•Know that it is 
important to understand 
people’s beliefs so that we 
can respect them. 
•Know that a 
multicultural society is 
one where people with 
different beliefs all live 
together. 
•Know some benefits of 
living in a multicultural 
society: learning about 
people, sharing their 
traditions, brings new 
ideas (clothes, food, 
music…). 
 

1st half term 
• Know similarities and differences between the 

life of a Hindu child and the life of a child who 
is not Hindu. 

• Know some of the features of a mandir. 
• Know what would be found on a puja tray and 

know that it is used in Hindu worship. 
• Understand the metaphor of life being a 

journey. 
• Describe the Hindu aims and duties of Dharma 

and Moksha. 
• Understand the Hindu belief of ‘karma’. 
2nd half term 
• Know some of the key events in Gandhi’s life.  
• Know why Gandhi inspired Hindus. 
• Know where the life of a Hindu can be seen in 

Britain today. 
• Know that the Hindu holy book is called the 

Vedas. 
• Describe how being a Hindu child in Britain 

today can be hard but also exciting and 
enriching. 

Vocabulary Holy communion Holy Week Holy Trinity Multicultural Hindu 



worship Diwali 
Last Supper 

Easter 
Eid 

sacrifice 

Shahada 
Trimurti 

Belief 
respect 

Puja Tray 
Mandir 
Gandhi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Cycle B 
Lower Key 
Stage 2  

The Wonderful 
Outdoors 
 

Tomb Raiders Roaming in the 
Rainforest  
 

What made the 
Greeks so Great? 

Oh I do like to be 
beside the Seaside 

The Merry go round  

RE Theme Why is the Bible 
important for Christians 
today? 
 
 

Why do people pray? What does it mean to be a Sikh in Britain today? Why do some people 
think that life is a 
journey? What 
significant experiences 
mark this? 

What can we learn from 
religions about deciding 
what is right and 
wrong? 

 •Know how the Bible is 
set out and written 
(Old/New Testament, 
different books and 
types of writing). 
•Make connections 
between stories in the 
Bible and what 
Christians believe about 
creation (Genesis 1). 
•Know the story of 
Adam and Eve (Genesis 
3) and link it to the 
meaning of temptation.  

•Know that people pray 
to communicate and 
they pray for different 
reasons.  
•Discuss similarities and 
differences between 
prayers from different 
religions. 
•Know that prayer is a 
pillar of Islam and 
describe how Muslims 
pray. 
•Know some of the 
varied reasons and 

1st half term 
•Know that Sikh’s believe that God is everywhere 
and within everything. 
•Know some features of a Sikh temple (gurdwara). 
•Know that community and cooperation are among 
the most important principles of Sikhism. 
•Know how Sikh’s believe the world was created. 
•Know the 5 K’s of Sikhism and the symbolism 
behind them.  
•Know that Sikh’s can choose to be baptised and 
what this means to them.  
 
2nd half term 
• 

•Know the importance 
and significance of 
Christian initiation 
ceremonies. 
•Know what happens at 
a Jewish Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah ceremony. 
•Understand the use of 
journey as a metaphor 
for life and discuss 
important milestones 
along it. 
•Describe similarities 
and differences between 

•Know that the Golden 
Rule can be found in the 
thinking of many 
different groups of 
people. 
•Know that acting in 
accordance with the 
Golden Rule can have an 
impact. 
•Know how the Ten 
Commandments might 
affect the way a Jewish 
person lives their life. 



•Know the message and 
story of the Prodigal Son 
•Know that Christians 
use the Bible for 
guidance, comfort and 
strength. 
 

beliefs behind Christian 
prayer. 
•Understand the 
meaning behind the 
Lord’s prayer. 
•Know some different 
ways that Hindus pray 
and worship. 
 

•Know some facts about Guru Nanak and why he is 
important to Sikhs. 
•Know the names of 2 Sikh festivals, know why and 
how they are celebrated. 
•Know where the life of a Sikh can be seen in 
Britain today. 
•Describe how being a Sikh child in Britain today 
can be hard but also exciting and enriching. 
 

wedding ceremonies for 
two different religions 
(Christian and Hindu). 
• 

•Know some values that 
matter to Humanists. 

Vocabulary Old Testament 
New Testament 

creation 
 

Pillars of Islam 
prayer 

Gurdwara 
Guru Nanak 

5 Ks 
Baptism 

 

initiation 
Bar Mitzvah 
Bat Mitzvah 
ceremonies 
milestones 

Humanists 
Golden Rule 

Ten Commandments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Cycle A 



Upper Key 
Stage 2  

City of Discovery Amazing Africa Blitz Street 
 

Blitz Street 
 

Space Race Our Changing Planet 
 

RE Theme What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain 
today? 

Why do some people 
believe God exists? 

What matters most to 
Christians and 
Humanists? 

Who is a Buddhist and what do they believe? 

 1st half term 
•Know the 5 pillars of Islam. 
•Understand the Shahada as one of the most 
important beliefs in Islam. 
•Identify support systems that could guide people 
on the journey of life. 
•Understand what the story of the Black Stone 
teaches Muslims about the character and qualities 
of Muhammad. 
•Know similarities and differences between prayer 
in Islam and prayer in Christianity. 
•Understand why the pillar of Zakah is 
important to Muslims. 
2nd half term 
•Know the key functions of a mosque and how 
these link to the key beliefs of Muslims. 
•Identify similarities and differences between the 
life of a Muslim and their own life. 
•Understand the reasons behind the practice of 
fasting in Islam. 
•Understand why a pilgrimage to Mecca is 
important to Muslims. 
•Know that Muslims seek guidance from the 
Qur’an and Hadiths. 
 
 
 

•Know the names of  
Gods, prophets, teachers 
and founders from the 
5 main religions.  
•Identify reasons why 
some people believe in 
God and some do not. 
•Know that there are 
many different beliefs 
about how the world was 
created. 
•Know the definitions 
of the terms theism, 
atheism and 
agnosticism. 
•Know the difference 
between facts, opinions 
and beliefs. 
•Understand why 
Christians sometimes 
disagree about God is 
like. 
• 

•Know that values show 
in what people do. 
•Know some of the main 
beliefs of Humanists  
•Consider how important 
the 10 Commandments 
are in today’s world. 
•Identify factors that 
influence our choices. 
•Know that non-religious 
people can have a code 
for living that does not 
involve God. 
•Identify the values that 
matter most to me. 
•Know why the 10 
Commandments were 
written. 
 
 

1st half term 
•Know that Buddhists follow the teachings of the 
Buddha and these are written down in the Tripitaka. 
•Know that Buddhism is the fifth largest religion in 
the UK. 
•Know that Buddhism is a non-theistic religion. 
•Know that Buddhism originated in India more than 
2,500 years ago and was founded by Siddhartu 
Gautama. 
•Know that Buddhists believe in Karma, that all of 
our actions have consequences.  
 
2nd half term 
•Name 2 of the four different kinds of Buddhist 
structures – temples, pagodas, stupas and monasteries 
and recall features of each. 
•Know that Wesak (Buddha day) is one of the most 
important Buddhist festivals and that it marks the 
enlightenment and death of Siddhartu Gautama. 
•Know the meaning of enlightenment – that 
Buddhists believe they will stop being re-born because 
they have reached Nirvana. 
 

Vocabulary 5 pillars of Islam 
Shahada 
Zakah 

support systems 
Pilgrimage 

fasting 

theism 
atheism 

agnosticism 
 

values 
Humanists 

Ten Commandments 

Tripitaka 
Non-theistic 

Karma 
Wesak 

Nirvana 

 



 Cycle B 
Upper Key 
Stage 2  

Viking Sagas Frozen Planet 
Autumn 2 

Arkwright’s Legacy 
 

Arkwright’s Legacy 
 

Where do we come 
from? 
 

New York New York! 

RE Theme If God is everywhere, why go to a place of 
worship? 

Is it better to express 
your religion in arts and 
architecture or in 
charity and generosity? 

What do religions say to 
us when life gets hard? 

What difference does it 
make to believe in Ahimsa 
(harmlessness), Grace, 
and Ummah 
(community)? 

Can people with different 
beliefs always live 
harmoniously together? 

 1st half term 
•Recall and name some key features of places of 
worship studied. 
•Describe similarities and differences between 
Baptist and Anglican churches. 
•Select and describe the most important 
functions of a place of worship for the 
community. 
•Describe similarities and differences between 
Hindu worship in the home and at the mandir. 
•Identify differences between Jewish synagogues 
(Orthodox and Reform). 
2nd half term 
•Know how different aspects of worship; silence, 
nature and being together, help Christians 
connect to God. 
•Understand why new forms of church arise. 
•Know that pilgrimage is an important part of 
Hindu worship. 
•Know how Jews use the Torah and the home as 
well as the synagogue to worship. 

 
•Know why some 
buildings are sacred. 
•Notice, list and explain 
similarities and 
differences between 
Muslim poetry and art, 
•Know the names of 
some Christian artworks 
and know the Bible 
story that inspired them 
(Virgin of the Rocks, The 
Last Supper, The return 
of the Prodigal Son …) 
•Know about a variety 
of religious charities 
including Christian aid 
and Muslim relief.  
•Express own opinions to 
consider what the world 
would be like without 
great architecture or 
what it would be like 
without charity or 
generosity. 

•Know that people have 
different beliefs about 
what happens when you 
die. 
•Know that some people 
believe you have a soul 
that is separate to your 
physical body. 
•Know the Hindu belief 
of reincarnation and 
karma. 
•Know similarities and 
differences between the 
Muslim and Christian 
belief of Judgement. 
•Understand how some 
people may be comforted 
by their beliefs after a 
loved one dies. 
•Understand how not 
believing in life after 
death might impact how 
someone lives. 
 
 

•Know some of the 
impacts that religious 
commitments can have 
on life. 
•Know the significance of 
Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) for the Muslim 
community/Ummah in 
Britain today. 
•Identify ways in which 
the Muslim Ummah 
supports Muslim people 
all over the world. 
•Describe the impact of 
some of Gandhi’s 
principles. 
•Know what ‘sewa’ means 
and describe acts of 
sewa. 

•Describe how living in 
multicultural society can 
enhance people’s day to 
day lives. 
•Know some challenges 
that people face when 
living in a multicultural 
society.  
•Understand that there 
are sometimes different 
beliefs within the same 
religion. 
•Understand prejudice 
and the impact that this 
can have on a 
community. 

Vocabulary Baptist 
Anglican 
Orthodox 
Reform 

Charities 
Relief 

Architecture 
gnerosity 

soul 
physical body 
reincarnation 

karma 
judgement 

grief 

commitments 
community 

 

Multicultural 
enhance 

community 
prejudice 



 


